Tackling disadvantage?
» Improve early maths!

Dr Sue Gifford (University of Roehampton) & Dr Catherine Gripton (University of Nottingham)

Support ALL children to become maths confident
by improving maths attitudes among families, educators and society
e.g. through Family Hubs

Revise early maths curriculum guidance
to reflect predictive research on the importance of number sense,

spatial reasoning, pattern and problem solving e.g. update
‘Development Matters’

Provide non-statutory assessment guidance for

maths
including informal practical tasks that show educators what to look for
to identify children at greatest risk of later low attainment in maths

Why early maths?

® Early maths is the strongest predictor of later achievement » Improving adult numeracy
at school and work?, meaning improving adult numeracy starts in the early years
starts in early years. providing everyone with the

® Children from low-income families are less likely to do well necessary ‘Numeracy for Life’
in maths? and can benefit most from effective early maths

» | : '
teaching?. Getting the ‘Best Start in

Life’ requires early maths

The challenges

® Many people have negative attitudes towards maths, including
educators and parents, which impacts children* (disproportionately
the most disadvantaged).

® Early maths is as important as reading in families and nurseries,
but many are not aware of this and are less confident about how
they can support children with maths.

® Curriculum guidance and assessment places insufficient emphasis
on spatial reasoning, pattern and problem solving® leaving
educators in the dark about the specific mathematical
understanding that is crucial for future learning and how to ensure
no child leaves their class without it. earlymaths.org
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